DIRECTOR
International Institute of Molecular and Cell Biology in Warsaw, Poland

The International Institute of Molecular and Cell Biology in Warsaw (IIMCB) invites applications for the position of Director for a four-year term.
We are seeking an outstanding scientific leader with a clear strategic vision, a strong commitment to research excellence, and a passion for supporting talent and innovation. The Director will lead one of Central and Eastern Europe’s premier life science research institutes at a pivotal moment in its growth.
IIMCB is an internationally recognized institution with expertise in RNA biology, cell biology, and biomedical innovation. Established as a premier center for cutting-edge basic and translational research, IIMCB is driven by scientific excellence, collaboration, and a mission to address major health challenges. The Institute is currently in a phase of dynamic expansion, marked by a growing number of research groups, the development of core facilities, and significant administrative upgrades, including advancements in digitalization and financial management. The new director will also be entrusted with the task of undertaking actions to secure funding for a new headquarters for IIMCB.

Key Responsibilities
· Provide visionary leadership, ensuring continued scientific excellence and institutional growth
· Strategically guide and develop the institute’s research agenda with a focus on RNA and cell biology, molecular mechanisms of disease, and biomedical applications
· Represent the Institute nationally and internationally, including at the EU-LIFE alliance, the IIMCB is a member of, and other global networks
· Support the development of partnerships with academic, clinical, and industrial stakeholders
· Oversee scientific, administrative, and financial operations of the Institute
· Promote a vibrant, inclusive, and collaborative research culture

Candidate Profile
We are looking for a candidate who:
· Is an internationally recognized scientist in the research area compatible with IIMCB’s scientific agenda, with a strong track record of high-impact publications and competitive grant funding
· Will lead their own research laboratory within a vibrant, collaborative scientific environment
· Has proven leadership and management experience, ideally in directing a research institution or large scientific department
· Is committed to interdisciplinary research, technology transfer, and fostering innovation
· Has the ability to attract and retain top talent and promote a collaborative and inclusive environment
· Brings strategic insight and operational capability to lead IIMCB through a dynamic phase of expansion and upgrade of management (digitalization, finances)
· Demonstrates excellent communication skills and fluency in English; Polish is not required but would be an advantage

What IIMCB Offers
· A prestigious leadership role at one of Poland’s top life sciences institutes, with strong national and international visibility
· The opportunity to maintain and lead a personal research laboratory, with institutional support
· Attractive employment conditions, relocation support, and a vibrant, international scientific environment
· Strategic autonomy to lead the Institute during a phase of infrastructure development and organizational transformation

Application Process
Applications must include:
· A statement on your vision for the Institute and your motivation for applying
· A Curriculum Vitae with a detailed record of academic and leadership achievements
· A concise statement of three major scientific achievements (within the last 10 years)
· A two-page summary of research plans

Timeline
· Deadline for applications: November 15, 2025
· Online research presentations: February 2–20, 2026
· On-site interviews in Warsaw: April 21–23, 2026 (during the IIMCB International Advisory Board meeting)
· Job start date: December 15, 2026
A candidate recommended by the International Advisory Board will be formally nominated by the President of the Polish Academy of Sciences, following consultation with the Director-General of UNESCO.

How to apply:
· Applications should be sent via this: erecruiter
· Please include the following statement in your CV: “I hereby agree to the processing of my personal data, included in the application documents by the International Institute of Molecular and Cell Biology in Warsaw, 4 Księcia Trojdena Street, 02-109 Warsaw, for the purpose of carrying out the current recruitment process.” Your personal data will be processed for the purpose of the recruitment procedure by the International Institute of Molecular and Cell Biology in Warsaw. Full information is available under the link https://bit.ly/3UFWpY2.  
· Procedure for whistleblowing, follow-up, and whistleblower protection: https://shorturl.at/u2mww.

Contact:
Inquiries about the position, research environment or working in Poland are welcome and should be sent to uwyrzykowska@iimcb.gov.pl. 
[bookmark: _Hlk202797483]All applications will be handled in strict confidence.
The IIMCB is an equal opportunity employer and values diversity in science.
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